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Ciberleviatan author: José Maria Lassalle Ruiz

José Maria Lassalle Ruiz, a Spanish lecturer, essayist, and former politician, born in 1966.
Holding a Ph.D. in Law, he's worn various hats in academia and politics, including a stint as the
Secretary of State for Culture.

Now, let's dive into his book, "Ciberleviatan," penned in 2019. Lassalle paints a picture of a world
where liberal institutions struggle with the onslaught of data and algorithms, becoming obsolete
in the 21st century. He challenges the conventional idea of democracy, replacing it with a new
paradigm of assisted freedom.

In this digital age, he warns of a looming Cyber Leviathan, a digital dictatorship led by major
corporations. The battleground? A global war between the U.S. and China, fought not with
traditional arms but with artificial intelligence, robotics, and other cutting-edge technologies.

Lassalle doesn't just predict doom; he proposes an alternative—a liberal uprising. This uprising
aims for a pact between technology and humanity, advocating for digital rights, data ownership,
and a global digital republic. According to him, only Europe, in collaboration with like-minded
actors, can lead this transformative change.

"Ciberleviatan: Navigating the Digital Abyss"

In José Maria Lassalle's gripping exploration of the digital landscape, "Ciberleviatan," we traverse
the intricacies of a world grappling with the consequences of a digital revolution. Lassalle, born
out of the Spanish political arena, sheds light on the unfolding drama between humanity and the
rising tide of data and algorithms.

Lassalle opens with a crucial introduction, setting the stage for an expedition into the realms
where data reigns supreme.

Chapter 2: Data Tsunami: A Wave of Digital Transformation

In the enthralling realm of "Ciberleviatdn," Chapter 2 unfolds with Jos¢ Maria Lassalle's
conceptualization of the "Data Tsunami." This metaphorical deluge captures the seismic increase
in data generation propelled by internet behemoths such as Facebook, Netflix, and Airbnb.
Lassalle skillfully navigates the reader through the digital landscape, unraveling the intricate web
of information surge that reshaped the socio-technological fabric.

The pivotal year of 2007 emerges as a crucible, witnessing an unprecedented surge in the creation
of data. It becomes a watershed moment, delineating the before and after of the digital era.
Lassalle meticulously dissects the factors that fueled this surge, offering profound insights into
the dynamics that propelled society into an era dominated by data.

Within this deluge of information, Lassalle introduces a captivating prophecy — the rise of a new
human species, Homo Digitalis. This visionary concept paints a portrait of humanity in symbiosis
with the digital realm, ushering in a transformative evolution. The concept of "Proletariado
Transversal" is unfurled, signifying a cross-cutting proletarian class forged by the amalgamation
of humanity with the digital ecosystem.



As we immerse ourselves in Lassalle's narrative, the reader is beckoned to contemplate the
profound implications of this digital metamorphosis. The Data Tsunami becomes not merely a
surge of information but a catalyst for the redefinition of what it means to be human in an age
where the boundaries between the physical and the digital blur.

Lassalle's masterful storytelling and analytical prowess guide us through the intricacies of this
data-driven revolution. We find ourselves on the precipice of a new era, where Homo Digitalis
emerges from the surging waves of data, navigating the vast ocean of possibilities in the digital
landscape. Chapter 2 serves as a gateway, inviting the reader to delve deeper into the unfolding
narrative of societal transformation in the wake of the Ciberleviatan.

Chapter 3: Bodies in Retreat: Navigating the Digital Ephemeral

Embark on a thought-provoking journey through Chapter 3 of "Ciberleviatan," where José Maria
Lassalle unfurls the intricacies of "Bodies in Retreat." This captivating exploration delves into the
nuanced interplay between the physical and the digital, unraveling the threads of societal
evolution as it grapples with the dominance of digital personas and the emergence of virtual
realities.

Lassalle, meticulously examines the fading relevance of the physical body in a landscape
increasingly overshadowed by digital counterparts and virtual realms. As society undergoes a
transformative paradigm shift, he skillfully dissects the ramifications of this transition,
questioning the trajectory away from tangible, embodied experiences.

In this intellectual odyssey, Lassalle prompts readers to reflect on the profound implications of a
society where the corporeal takes a backseat to the ethereal. Virtual realities, once confined to the
realm of science fiction, are now integral to our daily existence. Lassalle's narrative scrutinizes
this shift, challenging us to ponder whether the very essence of what it means to be human is
being reshaped in this digital age.

As we traverse through "Bodies in Retreat," Lassalle not only presents a vivid portrayal of the
present but also casts a discerning eye toward the future. The societal fabric is woven with threads
of digital interaction, prompting us to reconsider the nature of connection and experience. The
dichotomy between the tangible and the virtual becomes a focal point, raising questions about the
potential loss of genuine human connection and sensory experiences.

Lassalle's exploration transcends a mere observation of societal trends; it serves as a call to
introspection. Can a society immersed in digital personas truly capture the richness of embodied
existence? What does the retreat of physicality mean for our understanding of self and others?

This chapter, a tapestry of insightful analysis, beckons readers to contemplate the profound
transformation unfolding before us. Lassalle's keen observations and thought-provoking inquiries
guide us through the labyrinth of Bodies in Retreat, challenging preconceptions and inviting us
to envision the evolving landscapes of our collective human experience.

Chapter 4: Algorithm: The Unfolding Dystopia of Unregulated Power

Enter the dystopian landscape painted by José Maria Lassalle in Chapter 4 of "Ciberleviatan,"
where he unveils the formidable force of algorithms in "Algorithm: Law Without Law." With



meticulous scrutiny, Lassalle navigates the perilous implications of these digital entities, now
endowed with unprecedented power, fueled by the relentless Data Tsunami.

In this cerebral exploration, Lassalle lays bare the transformative potential of algorithms, tracing
their evolution as they metamorphose into arbiters of human decisions. The very fabric of society
is woven with the threads of data, and algorithms, like unseen puppeteers, manipulate this intricate
tapestry. Their influence extends to the core of human choices, creating a web where the digital
realm dictates, sometimes even dictates, the course of our lives.

What makes this digital dominion even more disconcerting is the concentration of this algorithmic
power in the hands of a select few. The absence of clear regulations accentuates the looming
danger, as this unchecked authority poses an existential threat to the foundations of societal order.
Lassalle's narrative serves as a cautionary tale, urging readers to contemplate the consequences of
an unbridled algorithmic influence.

As we traverse the landscape of Algorithm: Law Without Law, Lassalle prompts us to confront
pressing questions about the ethical dimensions of this digital autocracy. How can a society
grapple with the ramifications of decisions guided by algorithms, devoid of the moral compass
inherent in human judgment? The very notion of law without law challenges our understanding
of justice and accountability in this evolving digital frontier.

This chapter is not merely an analysis; it is a chilling prophecy that compels readers to peer into
the shadows cast by algorithms and reckon with the potential dystopia that looms on the horizon.
Through Lassalle's discerning lens, Algorithm becomes a cautionary allegory, inviting us to
navigate the complex intersection of technology and morality as we confront a future shaped by
the unbridled power of algorithms.

Chapter 5: A Prelude to Automation: Navigating the Impact of the Digital Onslaught

In the compelling corridors of "Ciberleviatan," Chapter 5 unfolds as Jos¢ Maria Lassalle takes us
on a contemplative journey in "Waiting for the Robots." Here, Lassalle delves deep into the
societal repercussions of the digital revolution, casting a discerning eye on the rising tide of
robotization that threatens to reshape the very fabric of our workforce.

As we traverse this chapter, Lassalle prompts readers to peer into the uncertain future wrought by
the relentless pace of technological advancement. The looming specter of automation becomes a
focal point, casting shadows on the traditional landscapes of employment. Lassalle's analysis does
not merely forecast a shift in the job market; it anticipates a potential loss of meaningful
employment, raising profound questions about the purpose and significance of human labor in an
era dominated by machines.

The unprecedented speed of technological advancements emerges as a central theme, challenging
societal norms and pushing the boundaries of our collective imagination. Lassalle, with his
characteristic insight, urges us to adopt a thoughtful and optimistic perspective on the future,
transcending the trepidation that often accompanies discussions of automation.

In the landscape of "Waiting for the Robots," readers are invited to grapple with the paradox of
technological progress — a force that both heralds unparalleled opportunities and instills a sense
of apprehension about the transformative impact on our livelihoods. Lassalle's narrative serves as
a beacon, guiding us through the uncharted territories of this digital revolution and encouraging
us to envision a future where human ingenuity collaborates harmoniously with the machines that
define our age.



As the curtain rises on the age of automation, Lassalle beckons us to embrace a narrative of
optimism, resilience, and adaptability. "Waiting for the Robots" not only anticipates the
challenges ahead but also invites us to be architects of a future where the synergy between human
endeavor and technological innovation creates a landscape that transcends the limitations of the
present.

Chapter 6: Ciberleviatdn in Motion: The Unfolding Saga of Digital Dominance

In the labyrinthine corridors of "Ciberleviatan," Chapter 6 beckons us into the intricate web of
José Maria Lassalle's visionary discourse in "Ciberleviatan on the Move." This chapter serves as
a portal into the evolving narrative of a digital behemoth, a theory that transcends the realms of
traditional dictatorship, as envisioned by Lassalle.

As we navigate through this chapter, Lassalle leads us through the progression of his theory,
casting a discerning eye on the metamorphosis of Ciberleviatan. Unlike conventional
dictatorships, this digital dominion unfolds not through the brutality of violence but through the
tacit acceptance of society. Lassalle's exploration prompts readers to contemplate the subtle,
insidious nature of a digital dictatorship that seamlessly integrates into the fabric of everyday life.

A pivotal element of this unfolding narrative is the discussion of Universal Basic Income (RBU).
Lassalle deftly weaves the concept of RBU into the intricate tapestry of Ciberleviatan, portraying
it not merely as a benign policy but as a potential tool exploited by the digital Leviathan to solidify
its reign. The very notion of a guaranteed income becomes a double-edged sword, offering
sustenance to individuals while potentially serving as a pawn in the Ciberleviatan's strategy for
societal control.

As Lassalle unfolds the machinations of Ciberleviatan, readers are invited to grapple with the
profound implications of a dictatorship that lurks beneath the veneer of technological progress.
The absence of overt violence adds a layer of complexity to this dystopian vision, urging us to
confront the surreptitious nature of a digital autocracy that might materialize without a
revolutionary upheaval.

"Ciberleviatan on the Move" serves as more than a theoretical exploration; it is a stark warning,
an invitation to dissect the subtle nuances of power in the digital age. Lassalle's narrative invites
readers to scrutinize the potential paths that societal evolution may take, urging us to remain
vigilant as we navigate the contours of a future where the lines between governance and
technology blur in the shadow of Ciberleviatan.

Chapter 7: The Resurgence of Liberalism: Navigating the Fractured Landscape

In the climactic finale of "Ciberleviatan," Chapter 7 unfolds as a symphony of societal
introspection, orchestrated by José Maria Lassalle in "Liberal Uprising." In this chapter, Lassalle
skillfully dissects the fractures in the foundations of liberalism and democracy, attributing them
to the unbridled forces of unregulated cognitive capitalism, populism, economic crises, and a
transformative shift in mental frameworks.

As we embark on this intellectual odyssey, Lassalle lays bare the multifaceted challenges
confronting our contemporary societal dynamics. The fractures, like fault lines, reveal the
vulnerabilities within the liberal framework, prompting readers to grapple with the ramifications



of these seismic shifts. Lassalle's discerning analysis becomes a beacon, guiding us through the
labyrinth of evolving ideologies.

A central theme in this chapter is the introspection into the possibility of reversing the inexorable
advance of Ciberleviatan. Lassalle, with characteristic insight, raises crucial questions about the
agency of individuals and societies in steering the course of this digital revolution. Can we, as
active participants in this digital age, reclaim control over the trajectory dictated by algorithms
and data? This introspection becomes a rallying cry for a renewed sense of agency in the face of
impending digital dominance.

Lassalle positions Europe as a pivotal player in curbing the ascent of the digital dictatorship. He
champions the role of the continent in fostering a liberal resurgence, emphasizing the need for a
collective effort to safeguard the tangible aspects of human existence. The call for a liberal
uprising echoes through the pages, urging readers to rekindle the essence of freedom and resist
the encroachment of a digital Leviathan.

In this thought-provoking journey, Lassalle transcends mere analysis; he becomes a herald of
possibilities, inviting us to envision a future where the tenets of liberalism reclaim their vigor. As
the digital abyss beckons, Lassalle's call for a Liberal Uprising resonates as a clarion call for a
collective reimagining of societal values and a reaffirmation of the enduring essence of human
freedom.

Con qué suefiam los algoritmos: Dominique Cardon

Dominique Cardon, a French sociologist born on June 26, 1965, has made significant
contributions to the understanding of digital phenomena and their impact on society. Holding a
Ph.D. in sociology, he has played diverse roles, including being a member of the Orange Labs
research center, a professor at the University of Paris-Est-Marne-la-Vallée, and the director of the
medialLab research laboratory at Sciences Po.

Cardon's exploration of the digital realm is encapsulated in his 2015 book, "A quoi révent les
algorithmes: Nos vies a 'heure des big data" ("Con qué suefiam los algoritmos" in Spanish). This
work delves into the intrusion of algorithms into various aspects of our lives, shaping preferences,
influencing decisions, and predicting our futures.

Introducion: Comprender la revolucion de los cdlculos (Understanding the Calculation Revolution)

In this foundational chapter, Dominique Cardon beckons readers into the heart of the digital
revolution, where the alchemy of algorithms transforms the mundane into the extraordinary. The
chapter serves as a gateway, urging us to grasp the magnitude of calculations that underpin our
daily existence.

Cardon's journey begins by illuminating the omnipresence of computations in our lives. From the
click of a button to the trajectory mapped by GPS, calculations have insidiously woven themselves
into the fabric of our modern existence. He underscores the profound impact of algorithms,
penetrating various domains such as culture, knowledge, health, and beyond. These calculations,
often concealed behind vibrant digital interfaces, encode the world, classify it, and predict our
futures.



Two dynamic forces propel us into what Cardon terms a "sociedad del calculo" (society of
calculation). The first wave is the digitization of society, a pervasive shift catalyzed by the
encounter between calculations and information technology. The second surge is the development
of processes that furnish computers with mathematical instructions to organize, process,
aggregate, and represent information. Through seemingly inconspicuous data points—be it our
movements, online purchases, clicks, or digital reading habits—algorithms cipher the world,
casting its complexity into calculable forms.

Cardon ventures into a profound inquiry, pondering what these societies value in their method of
self-reckoning and classification. His hypothesis crystallizes around the notion that algorithmic
calculations are driven by the ethos of personalization, the very essence of individualism. Each
of the four families of digital calculation—measuring popularity, authority, reputation, and
prediction—reflects the endeavor to tailor the digital experience to the individual.

Crucially, Cardon argues that these calculations do not exist in isolation but are embedded in a
society that has assumed certain characteristics to render itself calculable. He poses a fundamental
question: What do these societies value in their way of narrating and classifying themselves? To
genuinely critique the dynamics at play, Cardon asserts that we must delve into the very heart of
these calculations. A critical examination of algorithms becomes a democratic imperative, an
essential act often overlooked in the seamless integration of calculations into our lives.

As Cardon invites readers to fathom the intricate dance between society and algorithms, he lays
the foundation for a nuanced exploration of the digital landscapes mapped out in subsequent
chapters. "Comprender la revolucion de los calculos" serves not only as an introduction but as a
call to embark on a critical odyssey through the realms of algorithmic influence on our societal

tapestry.

Chapter 1: Cuatro familias de cdlculo digital (Four Families of Digital Calculation)

In this illuminating chapter, Dominique Cardon dissects the intricate landscape of digital
calculation, introducing readers to the diverse families of algorithms that shape and influence our
digital experiences. Each family, with its unique characteristics, contributes to the rich tapestry of
our algorithmic existence.

1. Al costado de la web (Beside the Web): The Popularity Paradigm

The journey begins with the first family, where Cardon explores the calculation of popularity.
Comparable to offline audience metrics, this paradigm measures the appeal of digital content.
Whether it's the number of views on a video, likes on a post, or shares on a platform, algorithms
in this family gauge the popularity of online content.

2. Por encima de la web (Above the Web): The Authority Ranking

Moving above the web, the second family revolves around authority and ranking. Here,
algorithms dictate prominence based on perceived authority. The more authoritative a source, the
higher it ranks. This dynamic influences how information is presented and consumed, shaping the
digital landscape through hierarchical structures.

3. En la web (Within the Web): The Reputation Framework

Delving within the web, the third family focuses on reputation. Algorithms in this category
evaluate the reputation of entities, whether individuals or organizations, based on digital



interactions. The accumulation of positive interactions enhances one's online reputation,
influencing visibility and engagement.

4. Por debajo de la web (Beneath the Web): The Prediction Paradigm

The final family explores the depths beneath the web, where algorithms engage in prediction.
Forecasting behaviors based on past actions, this paradigm shapes a predictive understanding of
users. By anticipating preferences and actions, algorithms aim to provide a tailored digital
experience, aligning with the overarching theme of personalization.

Cardon emphasizes that these families of digital calculation aren't mere mathematical
abstractions; they operate in a societal context where human behaviors and preferences are
constantly interacting with algorithms. The calculations of popularity, authority, reputation, and
prediction are intertwined with the desires, choices, and expressions of individuals navigating the
digital realm.

As readers traverse the landscape of these four families, Cardon prompts reflection on the
implications of each paradigm. What values do these calculations prioritize, and how do they
shape our digital interactions? The chapter invites readers to question the assumptions embedded
in these algorithms and consider the societal consequences of their pervasive influence.

By unveiling the intricacies of these digital calculation families, Cardon lays the groundwork for
a deeper exploration of the algorithmic forces at play in our interconnected digital society. "Cuatro
familias de calculo digital" not only provides a taxonomy of algorithms but instigates a critical
examination of the intricate dance between human agency and algorithmic influence.

Chapter 2: La revolucion en los cdlculos (The Revolution in Calculations)

In this thought-provoking chapter, Dominique Cardon takes readers on a journey through the
transformative landscape of the big data revolution. The focus shifts from the sheer accumulation
of data to the profound changes in the way data is calculated and interpreted. Cardon contends
that the essence of this revolution lies not just in the volume of data but in the fundamental shift
in the methodology of calculations.

Cardon begins by asserting that the big data revolution signifies a departure from traditional
modes of measurement. The emphasis shifts from representing individuals through broad
categories to singularizing them. The algorithms aim to capture the individual nuances,
preferences, and behaviors, steering away from generalized categorizations.

The author provocatively argues that the correlation between statistical phenomena is no longer a
linear causation from causes to consequences. Instead, the algorithms of the big data era reverse
the direction, moving from consequences to a probable multitude of causes. This shift challenges
conventional notions of causality, demanding a nuanced understanding of the intricate
relationships within data.

Cardon contextualizes the revolution within the backdrop of neoliberal policies of the 1980s. He
contends that these policies not only diminished the authority of traditional categories (such as
profession or social class) but also repurposed statistical instruments. Rather than representing
reality, statistics became tools for active intervention. The success of a school in standardized
tests, for example, became a manifestation of the school's quality, illustrating a profound
transformation in the role of measurements.



One of the significant shifts discussed is the external measurement of the world. Cardon contends
that, with big data, the world itself becomes directly measurable and calculable. The natural and
social realms become quantifiable, and the algorithms aim to capture and analyze this directly
measurable world without the need for a laboratory.

The Overflow of Categories:

The chapter explores the overflow of categories within the numerical calculation. Traditional
categories are set aside as algorithms suspend the assumed existence of societal structures,
focusing on purifying relationships between variables. The shift prompts a reconceptualization of
how data is perceived and utilized in the era of big data.

Critique and Implications:

As readers delve into "La revolucion en los calculos," Cardon encourages a critical perspective
on the repercussions of these shifts. The chapter serves as a call to reflect on how the changing
nature of calculations impacts our understanding of reality and influences decision-making
processes in various domains.

By dissecting the revolution in calculations, Cardon invites readers to ponder the philosophical
and practical implications of this shift in the era of big data. The chapter serves as a pivotal
exploration of the evolving relationship between data, algorithms, and the intricacies of
contemporary society.

Chapter 3: Los signos y las huellas (Signs and Traces)

In this insightful chapter, Dominique Cardon delves into the intricate realm of data, exploring
how information, in the form of signs and traces, becomes a powerful force in our digital age. The
chapter provides a nuanced examination of how data, once elusive, now allows us to quantify
previously unknown aspects of our imperfect world.

Cardon begins by proposing that the imperfections in our world exist because certain aspects lack
quantifiable data. He suggests that the key to addressing these imperfections lies in our ability to
gather and interpret data. By quantifying elements that were previously unknown, the digital
landscape becomes a tool for refining and perfecting our understanding of the world.

The author emphasizes a crucial point — there are no raw data. Every quantification is a
construction that involves a specific measurement and recording apparatus, establishing
conventions for interpretation. Cardon encourages readers to recognize the constructed nature of
data and to approach it with a critical lens, understanding that data speaks only in relation to the
questions and interests of those who interrogate it.

Cardon challenges the anthropocentric tendency to anthropomorphize machines and attribute
intelligence to them. He notes a shift in the approach of computer designers, moving away from
claiming machines as intelligent beings to crafting machines as statistical entities. This shift,
according to Cardon, results in individuals becoming what Gilles Deleuze termed "dividuals" —
entities defined by data and statistics rather than traditional conceptions of autonomy.

Each algorithm, Cardon asserts, establishes its own rules for measuring and calculating events.
Whether it's Twitter defining a significant event as massive and simultaneous or another algorithm
shaping its criteria, Cardon argues that to critique these calculations effectively, one must address
each algorithm individually. The influence of algorithms on societal order, according to Cardon,



occurs by directing individuals toward their own behaviors, capturing desires in the regularity of
practices.

The chapter highlights a positive aspect of the digital transformation. Cardon sees the potential
for the reformation of society through expressive involvement and individual engagement. Social
media, for instance, provides a platform where individuals can connect and organize based on
shared values, interests, and ideas. This, Cardon argues, stands as a positive aspect amidst the
challenges posed by the new digital way of life.

Cardon concludes by emphasizing the need for a critical examination of how calculations function
in society. He positions his exploration as a political vision, asserting that a democratic society
necessitates a critical view of these calculations. To truly critique the algorithms, Cardon
contends, one must comprehend the dynamics within them and consider it a democratic duty to
do so.

In "Los signos y las huellas," Cardon guides readers through a contemplative journey, urging them
to question the constructed nature of data and recognize the profound impact of algorithms on
individual behaviors and societal structures. The chapter stands as a testament to the complex
interplay between data, algorithms, and the evolving dynamics of contemporary life.

Chapter 4: La sociedad de los cdlculos (The Society of Calculations)

Dominique Cardon takes us deeper into the heart of the digital revolution in this chapter, exploring
the intricacies of a society increasingly shaped by calculations. The chapter unfolds as a critical
examination of the functioning of these calculations, offering a political perspective on their role
in shaping modern life.

Cardon sets the tone by calling for a critical gaze at the workings of calculations in society. He
contends that understanding the dreams of algorithms is essential to comprehend the impact they
have on our lives. The chapter unfolds as an exploration of the societal landscape where
calculations play a central role in influencing and molding our behaviors, choices, and
interactions.

The author posits that algorithms dream of a world where merit recognition faces no obstacles,
where authority is derived solely from quality. However, Cardon introduces a critical dimension,
highlighting that the limited spaces allocated by measurements of authority, such as rankings,
intensify inequalities. Drawing on Pareto's law, he demonstrates how a small fraction of actors
can dominate the majority of visibility in the online realm, reflecting and potentially exacerbating
broader societal inequalities.

Cardon explores the dream of algorithms to empower individuals with tools to recognize their
affinities and self-organize. Social networks, according to Cardon, serve as a vector for societal
reformation, allowing individuals to connect and organize based on shared values, interests, and
ideas. This, he argues, offers a positive dimension to the digital transformation, fostering
socialization and breaking through the prevalent crisis of trust.

One of the critical discussions revolves around the installation of an invisible technical
environment by algorithms, allowing people to navigate without constraints. While
acknowledging the convenience and efficiency of such technological infrastructure in daily
decision-making, Cardon raises concerns about the potential risks. He discusses the possibility of
irreversible processes closing off choices and the transfer of complex skills from humans to



instruments, emphasizing the need to learn not to unlearn in the face of technological
advancements.

Cardon concludes by reminding readers that dreams are just dreams, and user practices are always
more fluid, wandering, and complex than initially imagined by the creators of these calculations.
Rather than dramatizing the conflict between humans and machines, he suggests viewing them as
a dynamic duo that continually influences and feeds off each other.

In "La sociedad de los calculos," Cardon paints a comprehensive picture of a society deeply
entwined with calculations. He navigates through the dreams of algorithms, the potential pitfalls
of technological infrastructure, and the dynamic interplay between human behaviors and machine
calculations. The chapter serves as a thought-provoking exploration of the evolving relationship
between society and the pervasive influence of digital calculations.

A Comparative Exploration of "Ciberleviatan" and "Con qué
suefiam los algoritmos"

Analyzing the literary contributions of "Ciberleviatdn" and "Con qué suefiam los algoritmos"
uncovers a mutual preoccupation with the societal consequences of the digital age, albeit
manifested through distinct approaches to these intricate matters. In navigating the
transformative effects of technology, both authors provide distinctive viewpoints that enrich our
comprehension, fostering a nuanced understanding of the dynamic and evolving digital terrain.

Points of Convergence:

Shared Concern for Tech Giants' Dominance: A pivotal similarity between the two works lies in
their shared scrutiny of the escalating influence wielded by major technology companies.
Whether it's Cardon delving into the intricacies of algorithmic targeting or Lassalle
conceptualizing the "Ciberleviatan," both narratives accentuate the pivotal role these corporate
entities play in shaping and manipulating public opinion.

Individual Impact: Parallelly, both authors conscientiously acknowledge the profound
implications of digital advancements on individual lives. Cardon sheds light on the transformative
power of algorithmic personalization, detailing how it molds individual preferences.
Simultaneously, Lassalle issues a warning about the impending erosion of individual freedom,
accentuating the deeply personal consequences entailed by these far-reaching technological
transformations. The convergence on this theme emphasizes a shared concern for the intricate
interplay between technology and the individual experience.

Divergent Approaches:

Descriptive vs. Assertive Tone: Cardon's methodology leans towards a comprehensive and
descriptive approach, meticulously unraveling the intricate mechanisms that have bestowed



technology companies with the power to shape public opinion. In stark contrast, Lassalle adopts
a more assertive and, at times, apocalyptic tone, issuing a compelling warning about the
impending risk of a complete loss of individual freedom and the erosion of foundational liberal
ideals. The divergence in tonalities reflects their distinctive narrative styles and overarching
perspectives on the consequences of the digital era.

Temporal Considerations:

"Con qué suefiam los algoritmos" entered the literary scene in 2018, followed closely by
"Ciberleviatan" in 2019. The temporal aspect introduces an intriguing dimension, especially
considering the swift evolution of technology. Delving into the current perspectives of the
authors regarding their works could provide valuable insights into the dynamic nature of their
analyses and how subsequent technological advancements may have influenced or reshaped
their initial observations.

Reflections:

Examining both viewpoints, Cardon offers a meticulous analysis of social dynamics, unraveling
the intricate mechanisms at play, while Lassalle contributes a more expansive, philosophical
exploration of the societal implications. In tandem, these works synergize to provide
complementary insights, significantly enhancing our comprehension of the nuanced interplay
between technology and society.

Conclusion

In the exploration of Dominique Cardon's "Con qué suefiam los algoritmos" and Juan Lassalle's
"Ciberleviatan," we traverse a landscape where the digital and the societal converge, each author
casting their unique gaze upon the transformative forces at play. Cardon, with a surgeon's
precision, dissects the intricate mechanisms that grant technological behemoths unprecedented
power in shaping public opinion. His work is an intellectual blueprint, offering a granular
understanding of algorithmic influence on individual preferences and societal structures.

On the other side of the spectrum, Lassalle's "Ciberleviatan" unfolds as a philosophical treatise,
echoing with warnings of an impending loss of individual freedom amidst the surge of the digital
tide. His assertive narrative, bordering on the apocalyptic, serves as a provocative call to action,
challenging the very foundations of liberal ideals in the face of technological dominance.

Together, these literary endeavors create a tapestry of insights, woven with threads of
descriptive analyses and assertive philosophizing. They converge on shared concerns about the
influence of major tech corporations and the profound impact of digital transformations on
individuals. The dominance of tech giants emerges as a common thread, whether in Cardon's
exploration of algorithmic targeting or Lassalle's conceptualization of the "Ciberleviatan." Both
authors beckon us to contemplate the consequences of an evolving digital landscape.



As we navigate this intersection of technology and society through the lenses of Cardon and
Lassalle, we are prompted to question, critique, and reflect. The temporal considerations inject
an element of curiosity—published in 2018 and 2019, how do these works resonate in the ever-
evolving realm of technology today? The reflections on social dynamics and societal implications
offer not only a snapshot of the digital era at the time but also enduring insights into the intricate
interplay between technology and society.

In this dynamic context, it's crucial to acknowledge a perspective that sees technology not only
as a harbinger of potential peril but also as a catalyst for societal transformation. The rapid
evolution of technology, while raising concerns about the future of human labor, presents an
intriguing paradox. The same tool that sparks insecurities about a future possibly devoid of
human work might hold the key to envisioning society in a new light.

Much like the industrial revolution prompted humans to engage in more intellectual work,
contributing to the advancement of machine technology, Al could similarly necessitate or
provide a solution to prevent a collapse of human life. The unprecedented speed of knowledge
generation, technological advancements, and disruptive innovations in today's world, coupled
with the cognitive capacity of humans enhanced by algorithms, opens up possibilities for
solutions that we currently cannot fathom. This broader perspective can help temper the
apocalyptic view of the future.

Additionally, the revolutions occurring in the digital realm unfold at a pace far surpassing physical
advancements. While activities in manufacturing are increasingly automated, the challenges of
reducing manual labor are significantly more substantial due to the inherent physical nature. The
envisioned fusion of the digital and physical worlds, akin to the movie "Matrix," as suggested by
the author, faces a significant technological barrier. Machines performing manual tasks
equivalent to humans is a formidable hurdle yet to be overcome.

In this amalgamation of perspectives, Cardon's meticulous analysis and Lassalle's philosophical
exploration, coupled with the broader outlook on the potential positive impact of technology,
provide a comprehensive understanding of the intricate interplay between technology and
society. These works stand not only as insightful observations of the digital era but also as
invitations to envision a future where technology, rather than a threat, becomes a catalyst for
positive societal change.



